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Churches to mark Poverty 
and Homelessness Week 



A rough sleeper uses church steps as a bed Photo: Housing Justice 


CHURCHES are being urged to 
mark Poverty and Homelessness 
Action Week 2009 to highlight 
the devastating effects of 
homelessness. 

Across the UK churches are 
expected to hold special 
services and events to pray and 
reflect on what God has to say 
about homelessness and to 
consider what action Christians 
are called to take. 

The week, which officially 
takes place between 31 January 
and 8 February 2009, combines 
Homelessness Sunday and 
Poverty Action Sunday, which 
were previously separate events. 

The Revd Andrew Bunch, 
vicar of St Giles, Oxford, will 
be marking the day by inviting 
people who work with the 
homeless and members of 
Oxford’s homeless community 


to an Evensong service on 25 
January at 6.30pm. 

This year, Lesley Dewhurst, 
director of the Night shelter 
will be speaking. Mr Bunch 


said: ‘St Giles has been working 
with members of the homeless 
community for many years.’ 
The Gatehouse project for the 
homeless was started up in St 


Giles’ parish rooms and over 
the years the church has hosted 
the Salvation Army’s Aspire 
outreach project and provides 
the 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 ► 


Go-ahead given for second diocese sponsored academy 


SCHOOLS minister Jim Knight 
has given the go ahead for The 
Aylesbury Vale Academy to open 
in September 2009. The new 
Academy will open on the site of 
Quarrendon School in 
Aylesbury, and is being 
sponsored by the Diocese of 
Oxford and Buckinghamshire 
County Council. 


It will specialise in Science 
and Technology with ICT and 
work with partner schools and 
colleges including Aylesbury 
College and Bucks New 
University. The announcement 
comes hot on the heels of the 
opening of the Oxford 
Academy in September 2008. It 
replaced Peers School in 


Littlemore Oxford as part of a 
national government 

programme to improve schools 
in deprived areas. 

The Aylesbury Vale academy 
is set to open in the current 
school buildings before 
relocating to a multi-million 
pound state-of-the-art building 
in the new Berryfields 


development. 

Leslie Stephen, education 
director for the Oxford 
Diocese said: ‘Following careful 
consultation we have 
concluded that it is feasible to 
deliver the improvements in 
education needed by this 
community. 
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Letters 6^ comment 


Comment 

by the Bishop of Oxford 

New year, new vision 

E ach year I think I’ve got it 
sussed. I think I can finally 
sort out my life. I’ve learnt the 
lessons. I know how to get my 
life in balance. I'll work hard and play 
hard, the cat and I will have quality 
time together, England will learn how 
to play rugby again (or cricket, or 
football or tiddlywinks), and revival 
will break out every time I preach. 

Unfortunately this optimism runs 
completely contrary to the facts. Each 
year I fail by several miles to sort out 
my life. But I’m convinced of the 
wisdom of what the prophet said, 
‘Without vision, the people perish.’ 
And without vision I perish too. So I’m 
opting for vision. My vision for the 
diocese is that it will be a family of 
churches where people’s lives are 
deeply interwoven with the life of God. 
(I call this ‘sustaining the sacred 
centre’.) 

I dream of a family of churches 
where people are finding faith and are 
confidently inhabiting that faith 
throughout the week at work, at 
school, in the family and so on. (I call 
this ‘making disciples’.) I dream of a 
family of churches committed to the 
needs of their neighbourhoods, 
making God’s love visible. (I call this 
‘making a difference in the world’.) I 
long for a family of churches with an 
irresistible zest for life, so that people 
want to come and see what’s going on. 
(I call this ‘creating vibrant Christian 
communities’.) I long for a family of 
churches where priests are fulfilled 
and laity are valued as they work 
together creatively for the Kingdom. (I 
call this ‘creating confident, 
collaborative leadership’.) 

What I’ve just spelled out, in fact, are 
the five strategic directions adopted by 
Diocesan Synod to guide and energise 
our ‘Living Faith’ over the next five 
years. Sustaining the sacred centre 
seems to me to be the X Factor. I very 
much hope that we can all Strictly 
Come Dancing to those five strong 
melodies in the year ahead, and that 
whether or not we’re a Celebrity, we 
can Get Out of Here (whatever past 
we’re caught in) and get into a deeply 
enriching 2009. And Living Faith? 
Watch this space! 


LETTERS 


More action needed to 
slow global warming 

I was concerned when I read the 
headline “Church Eco-congregations stop 
the destruction of the planet” in last month’s 
Door. While it is important for us all to 
reduce our carbon footprint and to recycle 
as much as possible, to suggest that this 
alone will stop global warming is 
misleading. 

Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas, and 
a measure of global warming appears to be 
inevitable, as measures such as recycling 
will not reduce the present level of 
atmospheric carbon dioxide. The 
aspirations of countries such as India and 
China to enhance prosperity for their 
populations cannot be thwarted and there 
are always temptations to use the cheapest 
energy sources. Attempts to increase the 
use of biofuels have sometimes rebounded 
- much of the ethanol used in US gasoline 
is derived from maize - depriving the world 
of food, and much Indonesian rain forest 
has been destroyed by fire to grow oil 
palms for biodiesel production. 

Reducing the world’s carbon footprint 
requires all the technological resources that 
can be mustered and large industries will 
require multi-government legislation in 
order to make investment worthwhile. The 
world has to prepare to resettle huge 
populations from areas that become 
uninhabitable (eg, Bangladesh, if sea levels 
rise to a point where life there is no longer 
tenable) to areas that thaw out as global 
warming progresses. This is far harder 
to contemplate than reducing our 
individual carbon footprints, but we 
must do both. 

John Overton, Slough 

Candle ends 

There must be many parishes, like 
ours, with many candle ends which 
cannot be used. Does anyone know of 
a worthy venue where the candle ends 
could be put to good use and recycled 
to produce more candles? 

Penny Sidebotham, Weedon, Bucks. 

Please email suggestions to 
door@oxford.anglican.org. Ed. 

More letters please 

I regularly read the Door through the 
Cornerstone cafe in Grove. I think the 
new look has lots of positive features 
but I was disappointed to see just two 
letters last month. The letters are 
where I turn to first, they are often 
inspirational, enlightening and 
annoying but always interesting. 

Surely more than two people wrote to 
the Door in a month? More space for 
letters please. 

Ken Smith, Wantage. 

Letters welcome. Ed. 
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Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 


* So if anyone is in Christ there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; 
see , everything has become new!’ 

2 Corinthians 5:17 


S o it’s a New Year. Big deal. The 
calendar moves on one day 
but clicks up a bigger figure in 
the ‘years’ column. I must 
admit for me that’s about as 
exciting as the milometer clicking from 
59,999 to 60,000. It’s worth noticing, 
but hardly worth jumping into a 
fountain in Trafalgar Square to 
celebrate. 

On the other hand, like most people I 
do respond to the word ‘new’, largely 
because one can hope that ‘new’ means 
‘change’, and change for the better. 
2008 was a year that began with hope 
and ended (as years often do) in 
disillusion. 

We enter into an era of financial 
uncertainty. Whatever else 2009 brings, 
we can be fairly sure that it will be a year 
when many people will lose their jobs 
and almost all of us will end up a bit 
poorer. In those circumstances it may 
seem ludicrously naive to think that 
‘new’ equals ‘better’. 

Which brings me to the verse at the 
top of the column. This talks about a 
‘new creation’, which comes into being 
when we are ‘in Christ’. 

■ St Paul uses the phrase ‘in Christ’ 
endlessly and it would seem with two 
meanings. Firstly, it describes the 
Christian life: it is ‘in Christ’ in the sense 
that it is lived within the boundaries of 
his care. He is the ‘Good Shepherd’ who 
guards and cares for his sheep. They are 
his ‘flock’. He gives his life for them. 
Secondly, it describes the Church. 


Comings and Goings 


Revd Roy Turner, Team Vicar of Brize 
Norton and Carterton, to be Priest at 
Stonesfield with Combe Longa; The Very 
Revd Edmund Newell, to take up post as 
Sub-Dean of Christ Church and also 
Residentiary Canon; Revd Canon Edwin 
Clements to be Associate Priest at 
Shrivenham and Ashbury Benefice; Revd 
Keith Nicholls, to be Vicar at Maidenhead 
and Windsor; Revd Joanna Coney retires 
from her post as LLM Officer and will take up 
new post as Vocations Adviser for Oxford 


Did you read Open Door ? 

Open Door is our new publication for 
families on the fringe of the church. 

More than 1 5,000 copies of the pilot 
edition went out to schools and churches in 
the Oxford Diocese in the run up to 
Christmas. 

Competition winners 


Chrisdans are ‘in Christ’ because the 
Church is his Body. The walls around us 
may not be of stone or brick, but they 
are infinitely secure. 

They are made of ‘living stones’, lives 
offered to him in faith, which are built 
into a ‘spiritual house’, as St Peter calls 
it (1 Peter 2:5). For those who share in 
this new creation, ‘everything has 
become new’. 

This is not like adjusting the calendars 
on New Year’s Day; this is the renewal of 
everything. The apostle is speaking, of 
course, of the absolute transformation 
of life, lifestyle and outlook that flows 
from faith in Christ. 

In him, there is a new way of seeing 
the world. In him, there is always hope, 
always a future, always light on the path. 
‘Everything old has passed away’, says 
Paul, so forget it and press on towards 
the heavenly goal. 

Has this ‘new creation’ anything to say 
to a world worried by credit crunches, 
terrorism and war? Of course it has. 
This is, in the words of the Obama 
slogan, the ‘change we need’. 

To be in Christ is to be able to draw on 
inner resources of trust and hope which 
we can share with the world. It is to see 
the world and its people as he sees 
them, to care as he cares. It is to live 
responsibly, but also generously. It is to 
be agents of the love of Christ wherever 
we are. As the revellers celebrate the 
New Year, let’s also celebrate the New 
Creation. 

Those who wrongly associate the 
Church with our past may be helped to. 
see that it is also, and chiefly, to do with 
our future. ‘Behold’, says God, ‘I am 
making everything new!’ 

Canon David Winter is a /miner Diocesan Adviser on 
Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a 
broadcaster and author of mans books induding Journey 
to Jerusalem (BRF 2008), Die Bible Made (dear and 
Esjnesso Prayers (both Lion Hudson 2008) 


Deanery and she will continue in her post as 
Associate Priest at Wolvercote; Revd 
Canon Francis Turner, from the Reading 
area, is to retire; Revd Jeffrey Chard, 
Rector of Ironstone Benefice, will retire on 
1 6 February 2009; Revd Pam Shirras, 
Associate Priest at Marcham with Garford, 
will retire on 1 February 2009; The Ven 
Eddie Shirras, Priest at Marcham with 
Garford, will retire on 1 February 2009. 

Revd Peter Bernhard, is given permission 
to officiate in the Dorchester area. We recall, 
with sadness, the death of Revd Walter 
Fletcher-Campbell from Kennington. 

We hope you enjoyed it and want your 
feedback as we are hoping to publish it 
each term. 

Please send your comments and 
suggestions on how we can improve it to 
door@oxford.anqlican.orq or call 01 865 
208227. 


Pamela Betts from Thatcham, Berkshire; Betty Course from Newport Pagnell and H. Rutter 
from Amersham were the winners of the competition featured in last month’s edition of the 
Door. 

They have all won a copy of The Adventures of Naughty Nora by The Right Revd Stephen 
Cottrell, the Bishop of Reading. 


AUDIO VERSION 


Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The Door by 
contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285 
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News 


Churches mark Poverty and Homelessness Week 


Churchwarden 
donates 100 pints 



Mr Timms is pictured with National Blood Service donor supervisor, 
Jacqui Ladd 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ▼ 

base for the city’s Big Issue 
distribution centre. There is 
also a shower for the homeless 
in the St Giles’ Parish Rooms. 

Mr Bunch said: ‘Following 
the lead of our patron saint, St 
Giles, the congregation has 
always taken its commitment to 
the homeless community 
seriously. We may not fully 
understand the lifestyle of 
those who live on our streets, 
but we do respect them as 
fellow members of God’s 
family. 

‘The reasons why people end 
up living on the streets are very 
varied. However, we also 
support the work of Alcoholics 
Anonymous and Narcotics 
Anonymous by hosting support 
groups for these organisations 
in our Parish Rooms. 

‘Dealing with those suffering 
from mental illness is much 
more troubling. This is one 


ONLINE 


To find out more see: 

www.actionweek.org.uk. 

500 pilgrims at 

AN Advent day of prayer and 
pilgrimage led by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
Dr Rowan Williams, in Coventry 
Cathedral, cemented already 
strong links between Fresh 
Expressions and the catholic 
tradition of the Church of 
England. 

Over 500 pilgrims joined Dr 
Williams for a day focused on 
worship and devotion, marking 
the feast d ay of the conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The Bishop of Reading, the Rt 
Revd Stephen Cottrell was 
amongst those bishops present. 
Representatives of 

Contemplative Fire and MayBe, 
Oxford Diocese Fresh 
Expressions churches, were 
there. 

Bishops, priests, religious and 
lay people began the pilgrimage 
to the sound of a deep 
drumbeat as baptism vows were 


‘We now therefore move into 
the ‘implementation’ stage, at 
the end of which our plans 
become reality. We have been 
impressed by the level of 
support we have received from 
the wide range of stakeholders, 
from governors and staff to 
parents and students. We stand 
ready to open the Academy on 
1 September 2009 with the 
educational needs of students 
at the heart of our plans.’ 


area where I believe our health 
care provision in this country is 
sadly failing the needs of this 
group of the homeless 
community. 

‘The service on 25 January 
2009 will be a celebration of the 
work that is being done for the 
homeless in this city. There is a 
great deal to give thanks for 
and many people who are very 
generous hearted and loving 
who work in this field.’ 

Events can take many forms, 
including church services, 
youth activities, school work 
and poverty hearings. For 2009, 
Actors for Human Rights are 
producing a special drama 
called Voices from the Edge, which 
uses real people’s stories of 
poverty and homelessness. 
Churches can put on their own 
performances, or use extracts 
from the script in services or 
other events. 


Advent event 

renewed in the exhilarating 
sacred space which is Coventry 
Cathedral. 

Innovatively, the Creed was 
reaffirmed as pilgrims shouted 
‘Yes!’ to simple questions asking 
them to reaffirm their faith. 

The day was structured around 
a central Eucharist, stations for 
prayer, the litany and 
benediction. 

The Revd Becky Bevan, 
curate at St Mary’s Thatcham, 
said: ‘It was an encouraging and 
stimulating day full of ideas and 
inspiration for “evangelical” 
catholic Anglicans. 

‘Coventry cathedral, with its 
imaginative integration of 
traditional and modern 
architecture, was the perfect 
venue for a Fresh Expressions 
event of this kind - it kind of 
summed up what we were 
talking about.’ 


The diocese will appoint the 
majority of governors and will 
be accountable for the school’s 
performance. It will be seeking 
to contribute towards a £1.5m 
endowment fund as a long 
term investment for students. 

In his letter to the sponsors, 
Jim Knight, Schools Minister 
said: ‘I am sure that the 
Academy will be a successful 
and popular school and will do 
much to improve the 
opportunities for the young 
people it serves in Aylesbury.’ 


CHURCFIWARDEN Michael 
Timms was presented with an 
Edinburgh Crystal decanter last 
month, for donating his 100^ 
pint of blood. 

And while the 61-year-old 
appreciated the National Blood 
Service award, he was more 
pleased to know that he was 
giving something back to a 
health system which kept his 
mother alive despite a major 
heart defect. 

Mr Timms, who is a 
churchwarden at St 
Margaret’s, Iver Heath, said: 

‘My mother had rheumatic 
fever when she was 15 which 
left her with a congenital heart 


MORE than a million people 
took part in 6000 Christingle 
services in churches, cathedrals 
and schools last month, 
according to the Children’s 
Society. The national 

pattern represents a rise of 50 
per cent in the last three years. 
The Children’s Society 
introduced the service in 1968. 


THE 2009 Candlemas Service 
at Oxford’s Christ Church 
Cathedral will raise money for 
the SeeSaw children’s 
bereavement charity. 

The annual service, at 6pm 
on Sunday, 1 February, takes 
place 40 days after Christmas 
and celebrates Christ as the 
light of the world. 

It commemorates the day 
when Mary would have gone 
through ritual purification 
after giving birth, and when 


problem and she was advised 
not to have children. 

‘At 32, against medical advice 
she gave birth to me and had 
to have several transfusions. 

She took a further risk by 
having my brother 14 months 
later. 

‘As soon as I was old enough I 
started to give blood. I feel it is 
putting something back for her. 
She lived to be 75 and it was 
her faith that kept her going. 

‘I started giving blood on 20 
May 1966 and by God’s grace I 
have been kept healthy enough 
to have always given blood.’ 

To find out how to give blood call 
0845 7711711. 


The Christingle, invented by 
the Moravian Church in 1747 
has become increasingly 
popular in the Church of 
England as a simple way of 
expressing the Christian 
message at Christmas time and 
raising funds for the work of 
the Children’s Society. 


Jesus was presented to God at 
the Temple. 

It is the day when 
traditionally, churches have 
blessed their candles and when 
many people will light candles 
and place them in their front 
windows. 

SeeSaw is based in 
Headington, Oxford and 
provides support for 
children and their families 
before and after major 
bereavements. 


IN BRIEF 


Help ignite Flame 
FM for Aylesbury 

A NEW radio station could 
soon be igniting Aylesbury’s 
airwaves with a Christian beat. 

Flame FM is being launched 
by John Hanson and others to 
provide a service for the town 
and surrounding villages. For 
details contact Mr Hanson on 
01 296 423053, or Dawn 
Paston on 01844 290590. 


Honorary Canons 
at Christ Church 

THE Revd Andrew Bunch, 
Vicar of St Giles, St Philip and 
St James with St Margaret’s, 
Oxford; the Revd Andrew 
Hawken, Vicar of Benson; the 
Revd David Hodgson, Rector of 
Wokingham and Area Dean of 
Sonning; and the Revd Tina 
Stirling, Rector of the 
Bernwode Benefice and Area 
Dean of Aylesbury are to be 
made honorary canons of 
Oxford’s Christ Church 
Cathedral. 

They will be installed in a 
special Evensong on Saturday, 
24 January. There are only 24 
honorary canons of Christ 
Church at any one time. 

The title is bestowed in 
recognition of a particular 
contribution to the life and work 
of the Church. The Bishop of 
Oxford, the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard, said: ‘I am delighted 
to announce the appointment of 
these four new canons. In each 
case their appointment is a 
mark of the respect in which 
they are held in the diocese 
and a sign of the distinction of 
their ministries.’ 


Put the kettle on 

FANCY a red bush tea event 
with a reading from The 
Number One Ladies Detective 
Agency ? 

This year Fairtrade is calling 
on churches to hold annual Big 
Brew events with a difference. 
The Big Brew sees Christians 
across the diocese brewing up 
ethical cuppas during Fairtrade 
Fortnight (23 February to 8 
March). 


Village churches 
could win £10k 

ENTER your church into the 
Country Life magazine Village 
Church for Village Life Award 
2009 and win £10,000. 

The award seeks to discover 
the finest example of a historic, 
rural parish church that has 
successfully engaged the wider 
community to create a focus for 
village life in the 21st century. 
See 

www.countrylife.co.uk/viHagech 
urch for an online application 

form. 


Go-ahead given for second 
diocese sponsored academy 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ▼ 


40th birthday for Christingles 


Cathedral Candlemas supports SeeSaw 
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A special appeal on behalf 
of homeless young people 


Will you sponsor a room at Centrepoint? 

Your gift of £12 a month - just 40p a day - will help 
a homeless young person get off the streets for good 


key to 

independence 


sponsor 
a room 


centre 
point 


give homeless 
young people 
a future 


Could you 


someone s 




Centrepoint is the national 
charity dedicated to transforming 
the lives of homeless young 
people. Today, we are searching 
for individuals who share our 
belief that these young men and 
women should not be ‘written- 
off’ by society but instead 
deserve care, support and a 
second chance. 

Will you sponsor a Centrepoint 
room today and see how your 
gifts offer a young person a 
safe home and the support and 
training they need to make a 
new start? 

A life on the streets can mean 
death on the streets 

Over half the young people we 
see have slept rough, placing 
them in great danger. In some 
cases, it takes just hours for them 
to be approached by drug dealers 
and pimps. Young people we 
work with have seen their friends 
beaten, raped, murdered and die 
of overdoses. 

Young people don’t choose this 
life. Instead, they find themselves 
homeless having fled sexual 
abuse, violence and family 
breakdown. They would rather 
face danger on the streets than 
more pain at home. 

We believe that these young 
people deserve compassion and 
support. Yet they experience 


constant hardship, prejudice and 
abuse. Under these conditions, 
their health, self-respect and 
hopes for the future can be 
quickly destroyed. 

£12 a month gives a vulnerable 
young person a safe room to 
stay in and vital support to 
rebuild their life 

By sponsoring a Centrepoint 
room, you’ll help offer successive 
residents a safe home and the 
support they need to go to 
college, find a job and stay off 
the streets for good. 

HELP NOW 
Call 0800 23 23 20 

Many of the young people we 
see have been through horrific 
ordeals - and desperately need 
intensive counselling. As a 
sponsor, you’ll enable us to help 
young men and women come to 
terms with their experiences. 

On a more basic level, you’ll 
ensure they learn the kind 
of skills many of us take for 
granted, like how to budget, pay 
bills and cook. 

Become a sponsor and see 
exactly how your gifts change a 
young person’s life 

By sponsoring a room with 
Centrepoint, you’ll ensure 
that vulnerable young people 


Right now, a homeless young person desperately needs a safe place to stay. 
Will you sponsor a room at Centrepoint for them? 


To protect the privacy of those we help, a model has been used for the photograph. 

get the chances in life they 
deserve. But you don’t have to 
take our word for it. When you 
become a sponsor, you’ll receive 
twice-yearly updates on the 
young person in your room - 
showing you the difference your 
sponsorship is making. 

Young people urgently need 
your support. Will you sponsor 
a room at Centrepoint? 

Together, we can give homeless 
young people the opportunity 
to get back on their feet. But 
we cannot fund this vital work 
without your support today. So 
please, fill in the form below. 

Call 0800 23 23 20, or 
visit www.centrepoint. 
org.uk/door 

Thank you in advance 
for your help. 


Visit www.centrepoint.org.uk/door or call 0800 23 23 20 


Will you sponsor a Centrepoint room and give a homeless young person a better life? 


□ l wish to sponsor a room at £12 a month 

□ I wish to sponsor two rooms at £24 a month 

□ I wish to sponsor rooms at £ a month 


Please collect my payment on the 1st/ 15th of every month 

(please circle preferred date) 


Full Name 


Address 


Postcode 


Instruction to your Bank or Building 
Society to pay by Direct Debit 


DIRECT 

Debit 


To The Manager: 


Originators Identification No. 


Name and full address of your Bank or Building Society: 


Name(s) of Account Holder(s) 


.Postcode 


Bank Sort Code: 

Account Number: 

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society: Please pay Centrepoint Direct Debits from 
the account detailed in this Instruction, subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct 
Debit Guarantee. 1 understand that this instruction may remain with Centrepoint and. if 
so. details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 


Signature(s). 


Date 


Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account 


Telephone 

Ul Please tick this box and complete your details if you would like to receive email 
communications from Centrepoint 

Email 

In accordance with the 1998 Data protection Act. we hold your details to provide you 
with updates and appeals. If you do not wish to receive these please contact Centrepoint. 


fetid d Lfc 


Under the Government’s Gift Aid 
scheme, all donations made by UK 
tax payers are worth almost a third more. 

□ 1 am a UK tax payer and would like Centrepoint to claim back the tax on all 
donations 1 have made for the six years prior to this year, and all donations I make 
from the date of this declaration until 1 notify you otherwise. 1 understand that I 
must have paid an amount of income tax or capital gains tax at least equal to the 
tax you reclaim on my donations (at least 28p for each £1 donated). 

Date / / 


Please return this form to: 

FREEPOST RLYE- J KGB-AU AE, Centrepoint, 
Central House, 25 Camperdown Street, 
London El 8DZ. Thank you 

Registered Charity No 292411 RAP08Y 


centre 

point 


Your questions answered 


•\ ■> :• 


fill 




How often will the residents in 
my room change? 

It may take up to two years before 
a young person is ready to leave 
Centrepoint. We will keep you 
informed on your room’s residents 
through twice-yearly updates. 

Will it be possible to meet the 
young person in the room I am 
sponsoring? 

The safety and privacy of young 
people is our number-one priority so 
we are unable to arrange visits. You 
can send messages for young people 
c/o our Head Office, although we 
can not guarantee a direct response 
from the young person. 

Will 1 be the only sponsor of 
the room? 

This will depend on how many 
people support this scheme. We 
hope that a number of people will 
sponsor each room. 

Will the young person in my 
sponsored room have my name 
and address? 

No. All correspondence is via our 
Head Office. The young person in 
your room never has your contact 
details and you won’t have theirs. 

This will protect your mutual 
safety and privacy. 

more than £12 a month? 

We are of course very happy for 
you to give more than £12 a month 
or to sponsor multiple rooms. 

Simply indicate your preference on 
the form. 

jyipi 

What will I receive? 

• A twice-yearly report: keeping 
you in touch with the young 
person’s progress. 

• Website updates: check our 
website to find out the latest 
news at www.centrepoint.org.uk/ 
room-sponsor 

• Help from a dedicated 
Centrepoint Room Sponsorship 
Coordinator: on hand to 
answer your questions and 
correspondence. 










Your Tegular gift will be used to assist young people in sponsored 
moms and for the general purposes of Centrepoint - working with 
homeless and socially excluded young people. 
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Children are pictured above and below in Mmbatho at a project set up so older siblings 
responsible for their care could attend school. Pictures by Tony Elvidge, of Deddington. 


KIMBERLEY AND KURUMAN, SOUTH AFRICA 
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Hope award for children’s centre 


By Jo Duckies 


A SOUTH African scheme, funded by a 
Deddington church to help children 
infected and affected by HIV/AIDS has 
won a 50,000 rand award. 

The Church of the Resurrection, in 
Tsogo in our partner diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman, has won the 
Hope Africa award for its work at a 
centre which provides care to nine 
children aged under five. 

The project is supported by St Peter 
and St Paul’s Church, Deddington, 
where church-goers raised £30,000 in 
five years for a new church building. 
The new building meant the 
Resurrection could refurbish its former 
building as the new centre which cares 
for children infected or affected by 
HIV/AIDS. Before that the church had 
already raised funds to set up care 
provision for younger children, so their 
older siblings could attend school. 

Deddington vicar, The Revd Dr Hugh 
White said: ‘We were greatly impressed 
by the vision and commitment of the 
congregation of the Resurrection, and 
in particular of its AIDS committee. 


‘Searching ourselves in the fight 
against HIV and AIDS, we have been 
delighted to be able to supply some 
funding.’ 

In February, the Revd Dr White will 
be heading to Kimberley and Kuruman 
with five teachers from Deddington 
School. The teachers will be looking to 
gain a better understanding of their 
education system and the limitations 
that are put upon them in terms of 
finances and resources as well as their 
curriculum. They are hoping to share 
what they find with children in 
Deddington, to help them understand 
the harsh realities faced by children in 
South Africa. 

The Revd Dr White added: ‘I’ll be 
going to see how the Tsogo project is 
going and deepen my knowledge of the 
Kimberley and Kuruman diocese. I 
expect to spend a couple of weeks 
travelling around, delivering messages 
and goods from the link parishes.’ 

The Revd Charlotte Bannister-Parker, 
who spent three-and-a-half months in 
Kimberley and Kuruman, working on 
HIV/AIDS projects, will be talking 
about her experiences at St Michael’s 
Church, Summertown, on 29 January. 



pouignt on. . . 

The Oxford link 

THE companionship link betweeen 
Kimberley and Kuruman and the Oxford 
Diocese was set up in 1993. 

It came after the 1988 Lambeth 
Conference, when dioceses were 
encouraged to form such links to help 
develop cross cultural relationships. 

Initially it was to run for five years as a 
‘God given opportunity to share 
information, nurture friendship and 
offer encouragement to each other’. 
Since then parish to parish links have 
been set up along with school links and 
links with several different projects. A 
formal link has been established 
between Oxford Radcliffe Hospitals and 
Kimberley Hospital. The link has seen 
students, clergy and church goers visit 
the South African Diocese. 

Vital statistics 

Diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman: 

Covers 388,500 square kilometres in the 
Provinces of the Northern Cape and 
North West 
36 parishes 
30 stipendiary clergy 

55.000 baptised Anglicans 

Diocese of Oxford: 

Covers 5,787 square kilometres 

2.123.000 population 
631 parishes 

636 ordained clergy 

53,500 people on electoral rolls 



Well Worth 
the journey 

The Christian Resource 
Exhibitions have readily 
established themselves 
as the premier events 
of their kind for the 
church. 

With a unique mix of 
exhibitors, seminars 
and performances 
there is certainly 
something for 
everyone, and well 
worth the journey. 

The national CRE 
returns to Sandown 
Park, Esher in May but 
until then the South 
West CRE being held 
in Exeter's Westpoint 
centre at the end of 
January has plenty to 
commend it. It offers an 
excellent opportunity to 
meet a very varied 
range of suppliers, 
under one roof and in 
one day. 

To help you make up 
your mind if you'd like 
to pop down we've a 
special feature on the 
event over the page. 
Register in advance for 
the event to receive a 
selection of benefits! 


Good news for car buyers 


Call an Autosave Personal 
Advisor now on 0845 122 6902. 

Well save you time: 

Our experienced adyisors 
can help you decide on the 
right car for your needs. 

Well give you total peace of 
mind: 

Minimum 1 2 months parts 
h labour guarantee 
Minimum 12 months 
roadside assistance 
• HPI/VMC mileage and 
history check 

Free accident management 
scheme. 

Well give you excellent value: 

Passing on the benefits of 
our massive buying powei 
Cars from just £2,995 
Part exchanges welcome 
Finance available 


mums. 


www.autosave.co.uk 



...we can find 
the right car for 


"Thank you for your help 
and advice, hard work 
and patience with our 
recent car purchase, it is 
ideal, just what m had 
hoped lor." 



Call now: 0845 122 6902 


OUR TEAM HAS OVER 25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING VEHICLES TO 
THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 


autosave# 
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Advertising Feature 


SOUTH-WEST CHURCHES ‘UNIQUELY PLACED TO HELP 

PEOPLE THROUGH RECESSION’ 


Churches in the south-west can play a unique and 
strategic role in helping people through the recession. 
That will be Richard Talbot's message to the 
forthcoming Christian Resources Exhibition (CRE) at 
Westpoint, Exeter (29 - 31 Jan 2009). 

'When people fall off the financial cliff, debt advice 
agencies only have time to pick up the pieces,' 
explains Talbot of Stewardship Money, a Christian 
financial support services charity. 'In these troubled 
times we can help prevent them ever reaching the cliff 
edge.' 

In his seminar, Talbot will outline the scale of the UK 
debt problem and how more than 300 Stewardship 
Money volunteers are already working with vulnerable 
members of local communities facing the worst effects 
of the recession. The facts are: 

* 298 people today will be declared insolvent or 
bankrupt 

* Unemployment increased by 1 ,522 people every day 
during the three months to the end of September 
2008 

* 121 properties will be repossessed today 

* The Citizens Advice Bureau dealt with 4,760 debt 
problems every day during the past 12 months 

* More than one in 10 borrowers have missed 
payments on their mortgage, credit card or personal 
loan in the past six months 

* More than one fifth of UK households are now 
struggling to pay their bills 

* The number of people who spend more than they 
earn each month has risen to nearly 5.3 million 
Churches have a grass roots presence in all 
communities, including the most deprived urban and 
rural areas. Talbot's seminar, presented at an event 
set to attract more than 4000 local church leaders and 
members, will unveil a range of options available to 
churches to help people struggling with debt. 


'Local churches and our volunteers often gain access 
to hard-to-reach people and groups,' he explains. 'All 
churches can take action suitable to their resources of 
people, time and finance and we help them become 
"recession ready" by establishing money ministries.' 
Often dubbed the 'ideal church show', South-West 
CRE, open to the general public, will cover a range of 
subjects, from multi-media worship to climate change. 
More than 30 seminars will be held over three days. 
The event plays a vital role in equipping and 
empowering local churches,’ explains CRE event 
director Steve Briars. ‘Speakers of real calibre, 
reflecting important regional concerns, have been 
blended with national experts on a host of relevant 
subjects.’ 

Up to 130 organisations are expected to exhibit at 
Westpoint - from vestment suppliers to publishers, 
children’s charities to retreat centres. 

ADVANTAGES FOR PRE-REGISTERING 
If you are planning to visit the event it's well worth 
pre-registering. You receive your name badge in 
advance and enjoy a 'fast-track' entry into the 
exhibition. You get automatic entry into a holiday 
promotion and a Free copy of the Burst into Praise 
CD is yours! You have until 20th January to pre- 
register and are able to do it on the website: 
www.creonline.co.uk or if you prefer you on the phone 
0800 061 2772. 
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Visit us at The Christian Resources Exhibition, Exeter, Jan 29-3 1 and see why we 
are the leaders in integrating modern technologies into Christian Worship. 
30 years experience and our 'no jargon' policy mean Wigwam Acoustics Ltd 
are unrivalled at assisting their customers in any sound issue, from appraisal of 
a current system, operational advice, training days, servicing, or just practical 

advice on microphone usage! 

Come and recieve your personal invite to a unique workshop 
we are hosting at Huddersfield Christian Fellowship. 


ACOUSTICS LIMITED 

unit 101 • phoenix close industrial estate • heywood • lancashire 

01 706 363400 

email: sales@wigwam.co.uk • www.wigwam.co.uk 



BB It 


Andrew brought 

a Boy to Jesus 

The Boys’ Brigade are 
doing likewise. 

Are you reaching out to the 
homes around your 
Church and surrounding area? 
We reach the ‘young’ from age 5. 

Details on forming a Group: 
Tel: 01392 461764 
Or Head Office: 01442 231681 

www.boys-brigade.org.uk 

See us at the SW. CRE 2009 
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For Holidays 
Turn to 
14 


No organist? 



Hymnal Plus plays over 
2750 traditional hymns 
and modern worship 
songs, covering over 
6000 hymn book entries. 


Upgrade at any time, choosing from an ever- 
growing list of repertoire additions. 

Want something else? The Hymnal Plus also 
plays your own mp3 and midi files. 


Order your FREE information pack today. 
Free Phone: 0800 043 0503 
Web: www.hymntechnology.com 


Hymn Technology Ltd 

Worshxp Music Sohxdons 


Bespoke English 
Fine Bone China 
we design it then make it for you 

Chown China are acknowledged experts in the 
field of bespoke china. For the church, business or 
for the home. Chown, a family company, have 
been producing their products to the highest levels 
of craftsmanship for 30 years! 

IDEAL FOR PROMOTIONAL AND 
FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES 

With a range of products from thimbles to full 
dinner services Chown offer items to suit all 
budgets, without any loss of quality. 

Visit us at the South West CRE in Exeter or 
pay a visit to our website. 



The CHOWN CHINA Showroom 

Hope Farm, Gwithian Road, Conner Downs, 
HAYLE, Cornwall TR27 5EA 
Tel: 01209 713361 
Email: chown@chownchina.co.uk 
www.chownchina.co.uk 





Come and talk clocks and hear bells! 

CRE EXETER, STAND B8 

Thu 29 - Sat 31 January 2009 

We are UK specialists in conservation 
repairs and restoration of church clocks 
for over 300 years. We automate church 
service bells and install bell sound systems. 

Clock electric winding and precision 
timekeeping systems on show. Bell and 
sound systems working all day. 

Come and talk clocks, hear bells and brinq 


thi s advert to our st and for a free gift! 

JOHN SMITH a SONS 
J B JOYCE a CO 

Tel. 01332 345569 

e-mail keith.cotton@smithofdcrby.com 
www.smithofderby.com 
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Focus funds support workers at homeless lodge 




Pictured above and below are families at Saunderton Lodge. Photos courtesy of Focus 


Churches gear up for Year of the Child 2009 


Church goers are raising 
£1 6,000 each year to help 
young families at Saunderton 
Lodge, Princes Risborough. 

Jo Duckies reports. 

MAGINE finding yourself, as a 
teenager, with a tiny baby and 
nowhere to go. You also have no 
qualifications, few aspirations and 
are desperately in need of some 
help. So the offer of a parenting course, 
funded by £16,000 per year raised by 
Families of Children United Support 
(FOCUS) is exactly what you need. 

FOCUS is a registered charity set up 
by members of St Mary’s Church, 
Princes Risborough. The money is used 
to support courses and one-to-one work 
with families at Saunderton Lodge, a 
hostel for homeless families run by 
High Wycombe District Council. 

The community support group was 
set up by Denys Williams three years 
ago, and 18 months later became a 
charity. Denys says: ‘I went to High 
Wycombe District Council and had a 
long chat with the guy responsible for 
housing and got a grant for two years 
which funds our care work and pays for 


two out of our three project workers. 

‘In 1996 the church agreed to give 20 
per cent of its income to nominated 
charities. We wanted to reflect God’s 
generous character and since then we 
have given away more than £250,000 to 
different charities.’ 

Sue Barr, whose professional 
background is in parenting education, is 
one of the support workers. 

She said: ‘We do a group day every 
Monday with all of the people who have 
children aged up to five, usually 
something quite organised, a craft day, 
or baby massage course, a session on 
how to handle toddler tantrums. 

‘The mums who come are very young, 
sometimes aged 16 to 18 and we 
encourage them to get the best out of 
their baby. We have one-to-one sessions 
with families, on a very structured 18- 
month programme relevant to the 
development of the child, encouraging 
motor skills, crawling, walking, and 
carrying. We always read a book with the 
family and encourage children to read 
books from a very early age. 

‘We support the parents, we are well 
trained in handling post-natal 
depression and we know how stressful it 
can be having a toddler. We have 
children of our own so we know what it’s 
like. 


‘Once families move out of 
Saunderton Lodge, the support workers 
visit them in their homes. We help them 
find nursery schools or toddler groups. 
We will go to a mother-and-toddler 
group with them the first time they go 
because making that first step can be 
difficult. 

mm m m ■■■ liiiiiiiii 

“We know how stressful it 
can be having a toddler. 

We all have children of our 
own so we know what it's 
like. ” 


‘If we have a concern about a child we 
would encourage the parent to be very 
proactive in managing that. We also do 
additional days out in the summer. 

‘We had a day when someone offered 
us their house, gardens and swimming 
pool so we could have a picnic and go 
swimming.’ 

Former resident of Saunderton 
Lodge, Elizabeth Botsford, 22, has now 
been taken on as a support worker. 


Elizabeth was 18 and pregnant with 
her first child when she first moved to 
the lodge. She said first appearances of 
the lodge were of a desolate place. ‘It 
doesn’t look nice, but people are nice 
and it is a nice environment. It 
challenges your perceptions of what a 
homeless lodge should be like.’ 

She had left and had another child 
and was studying part-time for a degree 
in health and social care by the time she 
began working there. ‘When the job 
came up I thought it was perfect. There 
is a great family atmosphere and 
everyone looks out for each other. 

‘It’s really rewarding to bring mums 
together for group sessions and nice 
when you tell them something they 
weren’t aware of and they go “wow, my 
child is developing really well at this.” 

‘I really enjoyed knowing my child was 
developing.’ 

Sue added: ‘She was a very young 
mum who had two children. She was 
taken on as a support worker after she 
moved out of here, is doing an Open 
University degree and works 12 hours 
per week. She is providing a really 
fantastic role model for these girls. Many 
of them left school, don’t have GCSEs 
and have few aspirations.’ 


CHURCHES are gearing up for the Year 
of the Child 2009 to coincide with the 

30^ anniversary of the United Nations 
International Year of the Child. 

A group of children’s advisers from 
across the Church of England’s dioceses, 
alongside representatives from other 
denominations decided to make a 
distinctive Christian contribution to the 
anniversary. 

They are hoping 2009 will be an 
opportunity for churches to review the 
work they do with and for children and 
young people, and to do more to 
recognise and celebrate their 
contribution in the life of the church 
and society. 

Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu, 
said: ‘In the lead up to the Year of the 


Child 2009 it is my hope that individual 
churches and Christian denominations 
throughout the country will opt in and 
make available the resources needed to 
make it a success. Young people all over 
the country need to hear the words of 
Christ’s love for them in all manner of 
ways. So too, we the Church need to 
hear afresh God speaking to us through 
the life and witness of children. Come 
and join the celebration, be challenged 
and inspired.’ 

The Revd Mary Hawes, national 
children’s adviser says the year is not a 
prescriptive project or even a centrally 
driven programme. 

She says: ‘It is simply an open 
invitation to the Christian church in the 
UK to join in by making 2009 a special 


year for children and young people. 

‘There are no plans for big national 
events but rather to create a spotlight to 
help churches focus on their work with 
children and to explore partnerships 
with other churches, both locally and 
globally. 

‘We are hoping that 2009 will be a year 
in which the issues, injustices and 
challenges facing young people today 
can be highlighted, and for work with 
children and young people to be 
celebrated.’ 

Is your church planning any special events 
for the Year of the Child ? 

If so please call the Door on 01865 208227 
or email door@oxford.anglican.org. 



To lind out more visit 
www.yearofthechild2009.co.uk . 
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ROPERPENBERTHY 


CHOICE 


Especially for readers of this paper 



Moments of Peace for 
the Morning 

Inspirational thoughts and prayers to 
begin your day 

Every spread of this book is presented 
with beautiful pictures, verses from the 
Scriptures, an inspirational passage to 
meditate upon and a prayer for your 
daily devotions. The book is compact 
and easily portable, robust, printed in 
colour throughout and well finished 
with a padded case and marker ribbon. 

To order your copy go to 
www.roperpenberthy.co.uk, telephone 
01302 367868 or return the coupon 
below, with a cheque for £10.74 made 
payable to ‘Harvest Fields Distribution 
Ltd’, to Harvest Fields, Unit 17, 
Churchill Business Park, Churchill 
Road, Doncaster DN1 2TF. 

Hardback, 148x102mm, 384pp. 
Price £7.99 plus £2.75 p&p 


:{ Please send me a copy of ‘ Moments of 
| Peace for the Morning ’ . I enclose a cheque 
! for £10.74 

{ Name: 

1 Mr/Mrs/M iss/Dr/Rev: 

i 

i 

1 Address 1: 


|! Address 2: 


ii ■ 

j Town: |j 

! County: S| 

i 

|j Post Code: { 

! Contact tel no: ! 

I 1 1 

i i 

j| Email (optional): j| 

| Offer code: CV0109DR 

! Harvest Fields Distribution Ltd, Unit 17, Churchill ij 

i, > 

j Business Park, Churchil Road, Doncaster DN1 2TF jj 
| with a cheque for £10.74 

Ij Book Code: 978 0 7642 01707 
— 


Feature 

A poet ’s 



Have you ever said ‘All hell 
broke loose?’ You are 
quoting John Milton. Have 
you ever used the word 
pandemonium? Milton 
invented it. Simon Baynes 
reports on the poet who 
added more words to the 
English language than 
William Shakespeare. 

ave you heard of the book 
titles The Cricket on the 
Hearth , Precious Bane , 
Eyeless in Gaza , Fame is the 
Spur, Sabrina Fair, His 
Dark Materials ? They all come from 
Milton. In December 2008 we 
celebrated 400 years since the birth of 
John Milton, son of a scrivener of 
Bread Street, Cheapside. The house he 
escaped to during the plague of 1665, 

‘a pretty box in Giles Chalfont’ lent by 
Quaker friend Thomas Ellwood, 
survives, and is now the national 
Milton museum, well worth a visit. 
There is a Milton’s Head pub in the 
village. 

He is known for epic magniloquence; 
he was ‘a genius that could cut a 
colossus from a rock; but could not 
carve heads upon cherry-stones’, said 
Dr Johnson, while Tennyson hailed 
him as ‘God-gifted organ-voice of 
England’. 

Paradise Lost remains the greatest 
epic poem in the language; and yet he 
can delight us with the simple pastoral 
of L’Allegro, the humour of his elegy on 
Hobson the carrier (of Hobson’s Choice 
fame), and the tenderness of his 
description of the love between Adam 
and Eve. 

The 17th century was an age of 
violent controversy, and Milton took a 
full part in it, fighting not with the 
sword but with the pen, against prelacy, 
episcopacy and monarchy, and his 
work is studded with many fine 
passages. In one he said: ‘If to do the 
work of the gospel, Christ our Lord 
took upon him the form of a servant, 
how can his servant in this ministry 
take upon him the form of a Lord?’ 

He did not align himself wholly with 
the regicides, but was certainly critical 
of the Stuarts. He said: ‘I did not insult 
over fallen majesty, as is pretented. I 
only preferred queen truth to King 
Charles.’ Milton stood aside from the 
turmoil of sects thrown up by the 
reformation - Anabaptists, 
Muggletonians, and the rest of the 
non-conformists - saying, ‘As for myself, 
I stick to the Holy Scripture alone, and 


I belong to no other ecclesiastical party 
or sect whatever.’ 

If the popular image of Milton is of a 
somewhat dark and gloomy figure, 
there was reason; he had numerous 
difficulties in his personal and political 
life. His first marriage was a strange 
affair: he married Mary Powell of 
Forest Hill, near Wheatley, an alliance 
perhaps arranged by his grandfather, 
who was a ranger of Shotover Forest, 
but they were oddly matched. 

His tract on divorce includes the 

He is the father of English 
fantasy literature. 

His work is the indirect 
ancestor of Star Wars, 

Lord of the Rings and 
Harry Potter. 

heart-cry: ‘The pining of a sad spirit 
wedded to loneliness should deserve to 
be freed.’ And yet he remained faithful 
to Mary, until she died in childbirth, 
and was devoted to his second wife 
Katherine, until she died only two years 
later. By the time he married his third 
wife, Elizabeth, he was totally blind, 
and his political hopes had crashed. 

No wonder he empathised with the 
Samson, ‘eyeless, in Gaza, at the mill 
with slaves,’ to produce his last great 
work Samson Agonistes in 1671 - later 
set to music by Handel. 

His writing, and his competence in 
Latin, French and Italian, earned him 
a place in Cromwell’s government. He 
was appointed Secretary for Foreign 
Tongues in 1649. 

Far from being a humble translator, 
he was in effect Foreign Secretary. 


Aubrey the biographer said that visitors 
came to England ‘chiefly to see Oliver 
Protector, and Mr John Milton’. 

Milton championed a patriotic vision 
of England as a leader of protestant 
Europe. He stated: ‘England hath had 
this honour vouchsafed from Heaven, 
to give out reformation to the world... 
Let not England forget her precedence 
of teaching nations how to live.’ 

Milton resonates in English poetry. 
Moreover, in his soaring vision of a 
universe over-ruled by the love and 
providence of God, the battle-ground 
between the forces of light and 
darkness, he is the father of English 
fantasy literature. His work is the 
indirect ancestor of Star Wars, Lord of 
the Rings, and Harry Potter. 

One of the most touching, and also 
truest, of tributes is that of 
Wordsworth, in his sonnet called 
London 1802. 

‘ Milton ! Thou shouldst be living at this 
hour: England hath need of thee. . . 

We are selfish men; 

Oh! Raise us up, return to us again; 

And give us virtue, manners, freedom, 
power . . . 

So dids ’ t thou travel on life s common 
way, 

In cheerful godliness; and yet thy heart 

The lowliest duties on herself did lay. ’ 

‘Cheerful godliness’ is perhaps his 
best legacy; and we could do worse 
than take as a motto in life the words 
of the angel Raphael to Adam: ‘ Be 
strong, live happy, and love. ’ 

The Revd Simon Baynes is an Honorary 
Assistant Priest at St Mary s Church , Thame. 


ONLINE 


For more on John Milton’s 
cottage visit 

www.miltonscottage.org/ 
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Feature 


What are your hopes and dreams for 2009? As clergy and lay people polish off the last of the 
cold turkey and mince pies, recycle the wrapping paper and hoover up the remnants of the 
Christmas tree needles, we asked people around the diocese to outline their vision for the 
year ahead. 



Yvonne Morris, Diocesan Children’s Adviser 

PEACE on earth, food for all, warmth in cold, rest in tiredness, strength in adversity, laughter and joy, 
light in darkness, fear abated, love shared. Blame ceased, responsibility taken, moral corruption 
challenged, Jesus made known, churches open, people welcomed on their own terms. Individuals valued, 
families healed, communities together, society at one, national pride, Oxfam unnecessary and no children 
in need. Glorious sunsets, twinkling stars, bright moon, awesome sunrise, birdsong, flowers, walks in the 
rain, snow in Oxford. God worshipped, prayers answered, good books, hearing music, family and friends, 
going camping, a glass of wine, a few surprises. Love shared, fear abated, light in darkness, laughter and 
joy, strength in adversity, rest in tiredness, warmth in cold, food for all, peace on earth. 



Bishop of Dorchester, The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher 

MY hope for 2009 - particularly judging by the experience of the past few months - is that things will 
not turn out as badly as some pundits are predicting. My fear is that they might. For, as all of us in 
the caring professions know all too well, it is not just the economic cost of a recession that matters, it 
is the very identifiable human cost as well. Numbers of stress-related illnesses rise. Relationships 
come under pressure. Domestic violence increases. And the clergy, and our parish churches, will 
know the consequences of that as well as anyone. And yet we are also those who carry hope within 
us. Not the sort of hope that is blind to these realities. But the hope of the One who brings his light 
to the darkness. Not so much of a searchlight from Heaven illuminating everything in an intense 
beam. But the candle, lit in the gloom, at times seemingly fragile, but always and forever a light for all. 



Penny Keens, Vice President of the Diocesan Synod and Chairman of the 
House of Laity 

I HOPE and dream about World Peace, all of us growing in love of God and neighbour, health and 
wholeness for family and friends, big and important thoughts most of us share. But in 2009 I also 
pray that people will be inspired and interested to stand for election to the Diocesan Synod, and that 
members of Deanery Synods will exercise their votes. May a new Synod be formed to carry forward 
the vision of Sharing Life which has evolved with Bishop John, and may the person God calls to 
election as the Lay Chairman of the Diocesan Synod, as I am not planning to stand for re-election, 
bring new gifts and enjoy playing their part in the Diocese as much as I have. 

Bishop of Reading, The Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell 

I HAVE the same hopes every year: to say my prayers, to see my kids, to get priorities round the right 
way and therefore see the world utterly transformed: upended, re-ignited, redirected and reborn. I 
believe it can happen, and I even believe it can happen through me: or rather, through us, when we 
open up the lines of communication and let God do his stuff. 



Maranda St John Nicolle, Co-ordinator of Christian Concern for One World 

ONE of my favourite collects asks God to fill [the church universal] with all truth, in all truth with all 
peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in any thing it is amiss, reform 
it. Where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ Your Son our Savior.’ Amen to that! Implicit within that is a prayer that 
Christians worldwide may allow our whole lives to be transformed into signs of God’s love and 
justice. That we may respond to Christ’s love with the same fervor as the first Christian communities, 
uniting to ensure that there ‘are no needy among us’ locally and globally. That we may live sustainably 
. . .and provide leadership on key local and global issues. 



Bishop of Buckingham, The Rt Revd Alan Wilson 

THE joy of my year was Lambeth — different people from around the world praying the Lord’s prayer 
in their own languages, together. In these exceptional times we need to know we belong to God and 
others, within his larger purpose of love. Every local Church connects to an amazing global reality. 
From projects like South India links or Aylesbury Academy, to bread and butter diocesan life, in 2009 
I’d love us to discover and explore more deeply, on every level, our mission and call; to grow in faith, 
increasingly to reflect God’s generous love — the best antidote to fear and self-obsession. 

For Bishop John’s hopes for 2009 please see page two. 



Cornerstone Vision publishes this Diocesan 
newspaper. We also serve the needs of 
businesses all over the UK with excellent 
design and print services 

• Business Stationery * Brochures 

• Leaflets • Websites 

For a competitive quote and 
great customer service 

Tel: 01752 225623 
service@cornerstonevision.com 



Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing a few 
quality illustrated 
copies for family 
and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 


Contact Sally Gray at 67 Conway Close, 
Houghton Regis, Beds LU5 5SB 
Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 



Regent's Park College, 
University of Oxford - 
Oxford Centre for Christianity 
and Culture 

Public Lectures at Regent's Park College, 
Pusey St, 0X1 2LB 
Hilary Term, 2009 on 
Tuesdays at 5.00pm 

Darwin Reconsidered 

Marking the 150th anniversary of 
“Origin of Species” 

(Conveners: Dr Peter J Colyer & Prof 
Michael N Marsh) 

20 January Darwin's Original Sin: Trie Rejection of 
Theology's Claim to Knowledge 

Professor Steve Fuller, Department of Sociology 
University of Warwick 

27 January Darwin on Nature and God 

Professor John Hedley Brooke, Fellow of the Institute of 
Advanced Study, Durham University 

3 February The Impact of Darwin on Victorian 
Ethics and Morals 

Dr Thomas Dixon, Department of History Queen Mary 
College, University of London 

10 February Evolution and Christology 

Professor Celia Deane-Drummond, Department of 

Theology and Religious Studies, University of Chester 

17 February Darwin and Evolutionary Psychology 

Dr Justin Barrett, Centre for Anthropology and Mind 
University of Oxford 

24 February Is Darwinism trie Cause of Secularism? 

Professor John Lennox, Green-Templeton College 

Professor of Mathematics, University of Oxford 

3 March Darwinian Variants 

Dr Conor Cunningham, Department of Theology and 
Religious Studies, University of Nottingham 

1 0 March Trie Challenge of Evolutionary Theory for the 
21st Century Church 

Dr John Weaver, Principal, South Wales Baptist College 

President of the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
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Advertising Feature 


Needed now! 

Young disciples in media 


So, you’re aged 16-25, you love God and you sense a stirring to serve him as one of a new breed of 
disciples emerging in media? Well, this is your invitation to get equipped at the new Cross Rhythms Media 
Training Community. 


Media (radio, tv, internet, film) is a powerful tool to communicate information, entertainment, ideas and values, 
and in our 21st century it’s influence on our society and communities is arguably without parallel. Because 
everybody has a worldview - the way we see life, our morals, our values - whether that worldview is humanist, 
materialist, Muslim or Christian, unless you can engage the world through the doorways of the media, your 
values and ideas will have limited ability to shape our society and communities. 

Several hundred years ago the invention of the printing press brought the Bible to the masses. Today, it is the 
ability to access and use media platforms creatively and relevantly that is vital for giving a voice to the 
Christian worldview. Now is the time for a future generation of Christian media communicators to get ready, to 
get trained and get prepared. 


Special bursaries 
available 60% 
off 


If you live in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire or 
Oxfordshire then you qualify for a special bursary 
to cover a staggering 60% off the 
full price of the course! The 
reason we can do this is 
because our good 
friends at the Churches' 

Media Trust so believe in 
this course that they 
have committed £10,000 to 
help students from these 
three counties 
to get on it. 





Cross Rhythms 

media 

experience 

Cross Rhythms has been developing an ability to 
present a relevant Christian worldview that stands up 
in the wider marketplace since 1983. Bom out of a 
prophetic word to reach ‘millions for Christ through 
media’. Cross Rhythms started as a half hour radio 
show and 25 years later now runs the UK’s first full 
time Christian community FM radio station, Cross 
Rhythms City Radio 101.8FM, which began in Stoke- 
on-Trent in 2002. In collaboration with other groups 
sister stations have also emerged: Cross Rhythms 
Plymouth 96.3FM, Cross Rhythms Teesside 107. 1FM 
and Cross Rhythms Coventry which will begin 
broadcasting in 2010. Our vision is to see 10 such 
FM stations in the cities of our nation. 

In addition, the Cross Rhythms website 
(www.crossrhythms.co.uk) is one of the most popular 
Christian websites in the UK, seeing between 
150,000 and 200,000 unique users each month. 

At Cross Rhythms we believe a faith based 
foundation to a disciple’s call is vital. This is at the 
heart of the Media Training Community: to impart 
from our 25 years of experience and help raise up a 
new breed of Christian media ‘missionaries’. Our 
goal is to pass on more than just skills training, it is 
to impart the DNA, the heart, that makes us tick at 
Cross Rhythms; to envision and empower those who 
believe they have a ‘call’ in media with a spiritual 
perspective upon which to base that call. 



The Cross Rhythms Media 
Training Community - preparing 
the media missionaries of 
tomorrow 

So, is this for you? If so, then whether it’s part of your Gap Year, your summer hols, or after completing your 
college or uni course, then invest 3 months of your life with us at our 12,000sq ft media building based in the 
centre of Stoke-on-Trent. 

There are three main aspects to life in the Media Training Community: 

First, this is deliberately called a ‘Community’. Our goal is to develop courageous disciples with a call to 
media not simply to train people as media practitioners. We know of no better way for this to develop than to 
live in community. Here much of the training in terms of heart motivation and discipleship character will be 
revealed and nurtured. Six or seven students will live together with Cross Rhythms leaders Jonathan and 
Heather Bellamy. They will share in community duties and spiritual activities and together get involved in 
city wide initiatives to develop a greater understanding of the ‘Kingdom of God’ that Christians in media are 
called to serve. 

Second, there are specific training sessions and teaching seminars. Experienced and highly respected speakers 
will share on various aspects of media including practical production, presentation, interviewing and journalism 
skills; overviews of the media landscape; analysis of the role of church and media; the FM community radio 
model; the use of the internet; the role of contemporary Christian music and others. In addition the training 
course will include Level 1 and/or Level 2 accredited qualifications. (For more information on speakers and 
subjects visit www.crossrhythms.co.uk/mediatrainingcommunity) 

Third, all students will be actively involved in the daily running of the Cross Rhythms ministry: producing 
creative elements and recording interviews with community leaders; on air news and presenting opportunities; 
collating vox pop material from people on the streets; writing reviews, news and features for the Cross 
Rhythms website and much more. Each group of students will also be responsible for producing and presenting 
a live weekly radio programme. All material broadcasts on the local FM radio station to 350,000 people, and 
worldwide through the Cross Rhythms website, giving students the real-life pressures, thrills, demands and 
experience of hands on responsibility in a working media organization. 

The aim of this Training initiative is to give students a well rounded understanding and an equipping for what it 
takes to pursue a ‘call’ to be a Christian in media. You will develop good media skills in the bustle of an actual 
working media environment, you will attain at least one accredited qualification in broadcasting skills, you will 
develop life skills and relational skills in working and living with a community of others, and you will be 
inspired and encouraged to live the life you were created to live, with God at the foundation. 


What next? How to apply 

Each Media Training Course runs for one term lasting 12 weeks. In 2009 we are running three terms for you to 
choose from. They are: 

• TERM 1 March 2nd to May 24th 2009 

• TERM 2 June 15th to September 6th 2009 

• TERM 3 September 28th to December 20th 2009 

Applications for TERM 1 should arrive by January 25th 2009; for TERM 2 by April 15th 2009, and for 
TERM 3 by July 28th 2009. 

The all inclusive price for 12 weeks is £1 ,950.00 This price includes all accommodation, food, transportation, 
utilities, running costs and speakers costs for the duration of the Training term. 

To explore joining us go to www.crossrhythms.co.uk/mediatrainingcommunity where you will find more 
information and the simple application steps. 



MEDIA 

KS TRAINING 

COMMUNITY 


Cross Rhythms: T: 01782 251000 
W: www.crossrhythms.co.uk 
E: radio@crossrhythms.co.uk 
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The Doorpost 


The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on 
church noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anghcan.org or by post to Church 
House. The deadline for the February 2009 issue is 5 January 2009. 


OXFORD: Christ Church Cathedral at 
11am. Books of Remembrance 
ceremony. The service will be followed 
by refreshments in the Priory Room. 


AMERSHAM: St Michael and All 
Angels, Amersham on the Hill at 6pm 
- 7.15pm. Creative, contemplative, 
‘fresh expressions’ worship. Sacred 
Space is a fascinating mix of 
imaginative teaching and reflective 
worship, using art, visuals, evocative 
music, readings and poetry and, in 
particular, stillness. 



READING: The Concert Hall at 1 pm. 
Organ recital by Relf Clark. Details 
www. berkshireorganists.org.uk 


AMERSHAM: Holy Trinity, Penn 

Street at 7.30pm. Concert by the 
Aylesbury Community Concert Band. 
Tickets and details 01494 716726. 


OXFORD: Regent’s Park College - 
Oxford Centre for Christianity and 
Culture. Public lecture at 5pm. 
‘Darwin’s original sin: The rejection of 
theology's claim to knowledge’ by 
Professor Steve Fuller. Details 
01865 288120. 


FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying- 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 

READING: St Mary Minster at 

12.15pm. Organ recital by Ian May. 
Details www.berkshireorganists.org.uk 


OXFORD: Wycliffe Hall open day. Find 
out more about the ranges of courses 
available. Details 01865 274205 or 
look at www.wycliffehall.org.uk/openday 

£>»,» 


DORCHESTER: Dorchester Abbey 
at 7pm. Taize service. The Taize 
community in France welcomes 
thousands of young people from 
every part of the world every year to 
share in their prayers for peace and 
to worship and study together. The 
keynote of life at Taize is simplicity 
and the music and prayer that the 
Brothers practise, often by 
candlelight, reflects this. Many 
people welcome the opportunity to 
worship in the Taize style in this 
country. Details 01865 340007. 


OXFORD: Regent’s Park College - 
Oxford Centre for Christianity and 
Culture. Public lecture at 5pm. ‘Darwin 


on nature and God’ by Professor John 
Hedley Brooke. Details 01865 
288120. 


AMERSHAM: St Michael and All 
Angels, Amersham on the Hill at 
7.45pm. Sharing ‘The Shack’ by 
William P Young. Come and discuss 
your impressions of the most talked 
about book of the moment. 


STOKE POGES: Quiet garden at 
Stoke Park Farm, Park Road at 10am 
- 1 2 noon. A ministry of hospitality 
and prayer. Join us for a day of 
reflection ‘Pilgrim people - following 
the way starting out.’ Details 01753 
644273 Email: 

quiet.garden@ukonline.co.uk 


OXFORD: U nion Group open 

meeting. All welcome at 1 Canterbury 
Road, North Oxford. Coffee 1 2.30pm, 
bring your own lunch. Meeting 1pm - 
2pm. Hilary Caldicott ‘Religious faith 
and mental distress.’ 


Courses & special events 

The art of the possible' day conference 
at Royal Agricultural College, 
Cirencester. Thursday 8 January 9.30am 
- 4.1 5pm. Children matter. Young people 
matter. Families matter. They matter in 
our society and they matter to the 
church, but it is not always easy finding 
ways of reaching and keeping them in 
the complexities of rural life. This 
conference looks at these issues, 
concentrating on what can be achieved, 
hearing stories and discovering ideas. 
This is the fourth year that the dioceses 
of Oxford, Gloucester and Coventry 
have held this day conference for those 
in multi-parish benefices. Cost £40. 
Details 01452 835554 or 01452 
835553. Bookings 01452 835557 or 
email dbennett@glosdioc.org.uk 

Rolling Programme Courses - Learning 
to learn and think theologically (level 1 
course). An introduction to portfolio, 
study skills and theological reflection. 
The course is over 8 sessions on 
Wednesdays to be held at Diocesan 
Church House from 7.30pm - 9.30pm. 
Begins on 14 January. Cost £36. 
Mission and Evangelism. The course 
looks at approaches to mission and 
evangelism, and their implications for 
the 21st Century Church. The course 
is over 1 0 sessions either on Tuesdays 
at The Winslow Centre, Bucks from 


7.15pm - 9.30pm, begins on 13 
January or on Thursdays at St 
Matthew’s Church Hall, Harwell from 
7.15pm - 9.30pm, begins on 8 
January. Cost £36. 

Helping others to learn (level 2 
course). Develop skills in helping 
others to learn. The course is over 7 
weeks on Tuesdays at Diocesan 
Church House from 7.30pm - 9.30pm. 
Begins on 6 January. Cost £25. 
Preaching (level 2 course). Advanced 
course for those who already preach 
and have done the introductory 
course. The course is over 3 sessions 
on Tuesdays at Diocesan Church 
House from 7.30pm - 9.30pm. Cost 
£ 11 . 

Background to the Bible, (level 1 
course). To be held on Saturday 1 7 
January at Diocesan Church House 
from 1 0 am - 4 pm. Cost £1 8. 

To book a place on any of the Rolling 
Programme Courses contact Sheila 
Townsend on 01 865 208277 or email 
sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org 

Chairing the PCC. An intensive one 
day course that shows you how to 
make more of your PCC meetings 
(part of the CMD programme). To be 
held at Diocesan Church House on 
14 January at 10am - 4pm. To book 
email jeni.hobbs@oxford.anglican.org 


Four copies of The Shack to be won 

The Shack by William P Young has attracted so much attention that St Michael and All Angels, 
Amersham on the Hill are devoting an evening to discussing it, (see Doorpost entry for Wednesday, 
January 28). 

And Oxford’s St Andrew’s Bookshop has donated four copies of the novel to give away in this month’s 
prize draw. To be in with a chance of winning send your name and address to The Shack competition, 
The Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 0X2 ONB. The closing date for entries 
is Monday, 5 January. 


_ THE 

SHACK 




Enjoy the benefits of 
SILVER 

SERVICE 
luxury coach 

• More comfort 

• More pleasant 

• More convenient 


Tafcc a nde or. the faroout Sw«s 
Gfetr.ter tfxpraw 


Enjoy Picturesque scenery and a ride on the whats 

dramatic Swiss Glacier Express train included? 



Adrrwrc She crorwwve Hofbu.’g 
Psiacfe eft s to Wi«sbo*cic 


8 days from £499 

departing 1 March 2009 


Excursions and visits 

Day 1 Local departure 
Day 2 Austria 
Day 3 Innsbruck 

Day 4 Bregenz 

Day 5 The Swiss 
Glacier Express 

Day 6 Lucerne 
Day 7 Paris 
Day 8 Return home 


CallSnow to book 0800 048 1 

holiday is operated m partnership with ?%*§§ Gooni Travel and Leftr Hph 






_ walk v -* 8 


•Local 
joining points 

• Travel by luxury 
Silver Service coach 

• 2 excursions 

• Porterage in all 
hotels 

• Smaller more 
personal group 



Keychange cares for women who have nowhere else to go, young 
women who are desperate, lonely and vulnerable. T urned away from 
other shelters and homeless hostels, we are often their last hope. Our 
doors are open throughout the year and we provide a safe 
environment, supported by Christian love and compassion. 
Every person is cared for as an individual. 

Door of Hope, our other outreach work, offers friendship and the 
opportunity for a new start for the women involved in street 
prostitution, who are often desperate to escape their current lifestyle. 

Our work relies on your prayers and financial support. Please don't 
pass by on the other side. Help us to share the Gospel and bring hope 

to those who need it. 

Contact: 

Keychange Charity 
5 St George’s Mews 
43 Westminster Bridge Road 
London SE1 7JB 

Tel: 0207 633 0533 
Email: info@kevchange.org.uk 
Website: www.kevchange.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 1061344 Company No. 3317563 (England) 




12 


IheDoor JANUARY 2009 




PARISH MAGAZINE 
PRINTING 

Let Nova Press give you a 
competitive price for all Parish 
Magazines, just email us your 
artwork and let us do the rest, we 
can even deliver to your door, we 
now have Digital Press as well as 
Lithographic Printing on Site, and 
can do small four colour runs too. 

Call Trevor on 07778 531 265 
or on Pangbourne 0118 9845370 



Vacancies & 
Appointments 


With 36,500 copies of the The Door distributed 
through churches in the Oxford Diocese, it makes it 
a great vehicle to advertise your vacancies in local 
churches. Other Christian and charitable 
organisations, including faith based schools and 
colleges, can also benefit from this targeted 
readership. 

The Door is one of six Anglican newspapers 
published through Cornerstone Vision. We can help 
take your message throughout Anglican Diocese in 
the South and East of the country. 

The Month, serves the Chelmsford Diocese; The 
Wey - Guildford; Pompey Chimes - Portsmouth; 
Sarum Link - Salisbury and Grapevine - Bath and 
Wells. 

To find out more telephone: 01752 225623 


%f# UNIVERSAL CARE 

'griSyp* . 

always there 

Are you looking for a change in your life? 
Are you interested in rewarding work? 

Universal Care was founded on the belief that 
the majority of people who need care - be 
they elderly, in poor health, disabled or 
recuperating on discharge from hospital - 
much prefer to remain in their own homes 
wherever possible. 

As a leading provider of friendly and supportive 
care with over 21 years experience, Universal 
Care believe they offer the best choice and 
peace of mind when it comes to care for a 
loved one. 

Universal Care is seeking live-in carers as well 
as daily carers throughout Buckinghamshire 
and Berkshire 

• Minimum pay for live-in carers is £475 per week 

• Holiday pay 

• Full training 

• Paid travel to assignments 

If you want to change your life and the life of 
others call Bruce on 01494 678811 or send 
your details to Universal Care f Chester House , 
9 Windsor End Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2JJ 
www.universal-care.co.uk 


Advertising Feature 

Age Concern and Help the Aged's 
response to the Queen's Speech 

A parliamentary year with a focus on fairness could offer “huge potential” to 
millions of older people and provide the long-awaited equality they deserve, 
according to two leading older people’s charities. In a joint statement in response 
to the Queen’s Speech, Help the Aged and Age Concern are calling for this to be 
the year when the Government prioritises older people’s issues. This should give 
our ageing population the opportunity to play a full and active role in society. 

Equality Bill 

Paul Cann, Director of Policy and External Relations at Help the Aged, says: 

‘The promise to ban age discrimination in the Equality Bill is a huge step towards 
ensuring older people are treated as equals - in health services, the marketplace 
and throughout society. 

“But to make fairness an everyday reality for older people, legislation must come 
into force without delay and there needs to be more urgency in the timetable for 
action. When it comes to health and social care services in particular, legislation 
against ageism could literally mean the difference between life and death for some 
older people.” 

Gordon Lishman, Director General of Age Concern, says: 

“Fairness means ending the routine discrimination suffered by older people in so 
many areas of their lives. This landmark legislation sends a clear signal that 
ageism should be taken as seriously as any other form of discrimination and has 
no place in a fair society. It has the potential to transform the lives of millions of 
older people but MPs must speed up the timetable for implementation to ensure it 
comes into force during the lifetime of the current Parliament.” 

Health Bill 

Gordon Lishman, Director General of Age Concern, says: 

“Older people are the main adult users of most NHS services but the NHS is not 
organised to meet their needs. The new NHS Constitution must be strengthened 
to provide a firm guarantee of the care older patients can expect by including 
stronger pledges to protect their human rights and deliver compassionate care that 
upholds their dignity. To protect older patients from the ageist attitudes and 
practices many currently experience, the Constitution must be amended to include 
the right not to suffer discrimination on the basis of age.” 

Paul Cann, Director of Policy and External Relations at Help the Aged, says: 

‘To deliver consistent and decent quality healthcare for older people, dignity must 
be at the heart of the NHS Reform Bill. On every occasion and in every health 
setting, older people should be alleviated from discomfort and pain, given help to 
make choices and treated as individuals not numbers. 


“All too often ageism rears its ugly head in health services - with older people 
being denied medical treatment or not being taken seriously because of their age. 
The NHS Reform Bill must go hand in hand with the Equality Bill and a ban on age 
discrimination, to ensure older people are treated according to their symptoms and 
not their age.” 



New year, new home, new lease of life! 

Are you 55+ ? 

Did you know you can rent 
private retirement property on a 
life long tenancy? 

No waiting lists, so you can move in 
within four weeks. What a great way 
to start the year! 

V 

Availability in Didcot, Milton Keynes, 
Milton-under-Wychwood & 
Wokingham. Other areas available. 



0800 525 481 


www.girlings.co.uk 






PREPARATORY & SENIOR SCHOOL 

OPEN MORNING 


Tuesday 27 January 9.15am - 12.15pm 


Wednesday 25th February, 2009 
i 0.00 - 1 1 .30am 


Tel: 01 344 626137 


THE MARIST SCHOOLS 

A COMMUNITY Of INVIDUALS 


pgaap * suNmmmm ascgti mwmm 


Deciding on a school for your children is a tremendously important choice. In 
many cases a child’s primary and secondary education can have repercussions 
throughout life. With growing concerns surrounding much of education in Britain 
today, it should come as little surprise that Christian schools maintain their 
popularity with parents, providing a strong spiritual and moral basis in all that they 
do. The more disciplined style of education seems to bear fruit and their academic 
results continue to impress and in many cases improve. 

Roman Catholic schools continue to be popular and are approached by parents 
from across the denominations, as well as other faiths, who wish to ensure that 
their children can enjoy a start to life based on a firm foundation. 

Faith based Schools, therefore, often have waiting lists or entrance examinations 
to help them maintain their standards of excellence, or offer open days for parents 
and prospective pupils to look around at what is on offer. The early months of the 
year often have entrance examinations or open days for the following September's 
intake. 

It’s a very similar story with further education and whilst most students will have 


Nursery and Preparatory 


Educatio 
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raws? 


already decided on a University or College to attend 
from the autumn semester, some will still be looking 
for a course and others will start planning for next 
year. 


A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken in 
deciding what path to follow, even when inherent 
talents seem to make the choice a little more obvious. 
For younger Christians the path may have already 
been discussed when choosing subjects for A levels 
but for many older Christians starting a course could 
well be a part of a change in life’s direction. 


Learning offers the opportunity to take a specialist 
subject to a new level. 


Of course, it is not just Theology that will be of 
interest to Christians. There are many other subjects 
and skills that can enable them to become more 
efficiently involved in the work of the Church or within 
society at large. These can involve anything from 
secretarial skills to counselling. Developing artistic 
abilities can also be put to good use in the service of 
God. 








Our sixteen-strong boys choir gets the chance to sing music to the 
highest professional standards, but being a chorister is more than 

.ft , , \ * 

tii at. 
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At Magdalen College, and at Magdalen College School (which the 
choristers all attend on a 66% scholarship) we are committed to a 
rounded education. A chorister gets the chance to learn about a 
wide range of music. They also leam a strong sense of personal 
discipline, which never leaves them. Perhaps the most valuable 
aspect of a choristership is the sense of camaraderie that the boys 
experience, to a degree only possible through sharing truly great 
music on a daily basis. 

The choristers also have a lot of fun outside the chapel. They were 
featured on Sir Paul McCartney's recent album Ecce Cor Meum. 
Kate Bush's song 'Lyra' for The Golden Compass soundtrack are 
currently the champions of the cathedral choristers football 
tournament! If vou think that your son could benefit from this 
specialist musical education, then please contact Mrs Elizabeth 
Martin - elizabeth.martin@magd.ox.ac.uk or 01865 276060. 

Voice trials are on Monday 12 th January 2009 but interest is 

welcomed throughout the year. 


The way in which we view education has changed 
considerably over the years with an increasing 
emphasis being placed on ‘Lifelong Learning’ for 
people of all ages and abilities. 

Christians can take part in this process through 
courses at universities and colleges or through one of 
the increasing number of distance learning courses, 
which can be studied for at home as well as part-time 
and short break courses. 

There are many colleges, which offer the subject of 
Theology through distance learning, and is ideal for 
students with commitments, which stop them, being 
involved in full time education. For some, Distance 


Equipping leaders for Christian Ministry 

We offer a range of courses full, part-time, 
degree, certificate or as a visiting student 

Find out more at our 
Open Day on January 24th 2009 


Book now at www.wydiffehali.org.uk/openday 
or for more information contact: 

John Michaux, Admissions Officer ^ 

on 01865 274205 or admissions@wydiffe.ox.ac.uk v 


There’s also the choice of college. For many, some 
time away from home at University can be a time of 
self-discovery and growing, although others may well 
prefer somewhere closer to home. This can be due to 
the commitments such as family responsibilities or 
commitments to the local church or other 
organisations. Travelling times are also quicker a 
boon for most students. 


For all the challenge of full time study should prove to 
be rewarding and fulfilling. 

# Other ways of learning 




Advertorial 




Student Numbers 
Hit New Heights 


THE NEW ACADEMIC YEAR is underway at Moorlands with a record number of new 
students starting courses. 

Over 80 new undergraduate students including 19 new Placement based students, have been 
welcomed into the College plus a number of overseas students. In addition, 21 new 
postgraduates have commenced studies on the MA in Applied Theology. 

Ruth Windo, Admissions Manager, comments, “The new students figures are as high as anyone 
can remember in our recent history. It is fantastic news and a great assurance that God still 
calls and people respond”. 



MOORLANDS 


Christian Theology & Training 

For more information about 
Moorlands Courses and 
Open Days visit our website 

www.moorlands.ac.uk 

Moorlands College. Sopley. 
Christchurch. BH23 7 AT 
Id: 1)1425 ri 750(H) 
e-mail: juhileefn inoorlands.ac.uk 


Children & Schools 
Course underway 

THE NEW CHILDREN AND SCHOOLS 
option in the BA programme has got 
underway. Students undertake training and 
gain practical experience that will give them 
the tools to be effective practitioners in this 
growing area in Christian ministry. 

Colin Bennett, Deputy Principal and course 
leader, comments! 

“What a thrill it is to have six keen and 
enthusiastic first year students enrolled on the 
course. They are looking forward to some of 
the key work in this option as the programme 
unfolds.” 

While the first year lays the basic theological 
principles for the degree, what is impressive is 
the level of competence in Children and 
Schools Work that these new students have. 
We are expecting big things from them - and 
I'm sure they will be a really valuable assets to 
those ever growing number of churches and 
Christian organisations who are seeking 
trained specialists in this field of ministry'.” 


BBC Radio 4 ‘Live” 
at Moorlands 


THE FIRST WEEK of the new term got off to 
a great start as Moorlands was delighted to 
host Radio 4 for their ‘Live’ Sunday morning 
service. 

The service, listened to by approx 2 million 
listeners, was led by Steve Brady and Ian 
Coffey gave the sermon, developing a spiritual 
harvest theme. Staff and students participated 
in a memorable and historic occasion, even 
though the 6:30 am arrival time was a bit of 
shock to students and staff!!! 

The feedback has been most encouraging; 

“I want to congratulate Moorlands on the great 
Service today. Well done all. Excellent stuff!” 
“You at Moorlands all did SO well, and the 
testimonies and Ian’s sermon spoke loudly to 
our nation. The service was excellent.” 

“The music was superb and very modern. This 
made a nice change from the typically 
depressing music that is associated with 
church 




Moorlands in the Holy Land 

A GROUP OF STUDENTS and Staff made a trip to 
Israel in September to visit key Biblical sites. 

Chris Sinkinson, Lecturer in Old Testament studies, 
outlines the highlights of the trip: 

“Covering 800 miles in twelve days, over twenty 
Moorlands students explored the land of Israel from 
Dan to Beersheba. We visited most of the famous 
locations and many more obscure ones that inform the 
background to Biblical history. The trip included walks 
in Jerusalem, the hills of Galilee and the desert near the 
Dead Sea. 

Treading the remains of first century roadways in Nazareth, Capernaum and Jerusalem 
enriched our reading of Scripture. The tour was a learning adventure with time to study and 
think as well as pray and have fun. Time was spent with locals, both Israeli and Palestinian, as 
we tried to understand the pressure of contemporary' ministry in a divided land. 

A trip of a lifetime!” 
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Holidays Abroad 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

uninv. wolstenhomes. co. uk 





Tranquil riverside village 
house near Saumur is available 
from April to mid October. 

Simply furnished but with mod cons; 
fishing from the garden; good food, 
swimming cycling tennis etc nearby 
£250 to £500 per week inclusive; 
reductions possible. Sleeps up to 6+. 

Contact on 

Evenings: 01993 813569 or 
Anytime: 07976 438336 



Holidays at Home 



NEW LUXURY SIX-BERTH 
CARAVAN 

on award-winning 5 Star Littlesea 

Holiday Park in Weymouth. Owned by 

Christian family. Dates available 

throughout 2009. 

For brochure or info call 
07811 343335 


Insurance 


Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

IMPORTANT NOTICE! 

BEAT THE PRICE 
INCREASE. 

BUY YOUR TRAVEL 
INSURANCE NOW 
AND GET 2008 
PRICES 

WE have some of the best prices in the 
UK for anybody up to 85 years of age 

For more information and details please call ~ 



0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 




SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 


Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, II 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 

Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



4 Star Cornish Country House Hotel 

In the Tamar Valley, bordering Devon. 

You need a break in these turbulent times and we are 
delighted to offer high quality food and 
accommodation at a still affordable price. 
Discounts for groups and longer stays but even better 
value are our activity weeks - Bird Watching, Painting, 
Visiting gardens, Walking, Photography, Bridge playing. 


Please ask for a brochure, programme, etc. 
Phone 01579 370494 

Email hamptonmanor@supanet.com or visit our 
website at www.hamptonmanor.co.uk 




ST WINIFREDS^ 

Rhos on Sea, North Wales 

01492 544128 

stwinifreds@cehc.org.uk 


◄BEECHW00D COURT 

Conwy, North Wales 

01492 593405 

beechwoodcourt@cehc.org.uk 


THE PLEASAUNCE^ 

Overstrand, Norfolk 

01263 579212 

thepleasaunce@cehc. org.uk 


◄ BR0CKLEY HALL 

Saltburn, North Yorkshire 

01287 622329 

brockieyhall@cehc.cng.uk 

ST RHADAGUNDS^ 

St Lawrence, Isle of Wight 

01983 852160 

strhadagunds@cehc.crg.uk 

◄ SELF CATERING BUNGALOW 

The Pteasaunce, Norfolk 

01263 579212 

thepleasaunce@cehc.org.uk 

Details and brochure: 31 Westminster Drive, Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire SK8 7QX 0161 440 7204 


2009 

HOLIDAYS • CONFERENCES • COACH • SPECIAL INTEREST 


Retreats 
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Prayer (^reflection 


Jesus’ image in a Greek mountain monastery 


In the foothills of the Greek 
Hicon mountain range 
stands the monastery of 
Hosias Loukas. Derek 
Spears reflects on an 
image of Jesus in its church 

osias Loukas. It is now on the 
tourist trail from Athens, as it 
is close to the Ancient Delphi, 
where the Luke to whom the 
church is dedicated was born 
in about 898. At an early age he was 
called to the ascetic life and, after living in 
several hermitages in Phocis, he finally 
retired to this site where a small 
community grew up around his cell. 

His fame spread because of his reputed 
healing powers and a prophecy he made 
referring to the return of Crete to the 
Byzantine empire. The prophesy was 
fulfilled after his death in 953. 

Two magnificent churches, one 
dedicated to Luke himself, and the other to 
Mary the mother of Jesus, were erected in 
the early years of the 1 1th century and 
they contain some of the most wonderful 
mosaics of this period of Byzantine art. 

I first visited Hosios Loukas more than 
thirty years ago and have loved this mosaic 
ever since. In fact it is my screen saver. 

It stands over the door to the main 
church and dominates the antechapel 
which is adorned with mosaics of the 
events of Holy Week and Easter Day. It is 
a powerful picture of Christ, in his full 
vigour and yet with a serenity and peace 
which provides an interplay between 
Christ the ruler of all, and the Christ who 
promised that his burden would be light 



and his yoke easy. 

The image is far removed from the 
insight of artist Mathias Grunewald (1470 
to 1 548), who depicted Christ as the man 
of sorrows, despised by all. Yet it seems to 
me that both are necessary as we think 
and reflect on Jesus himself. There is the 
Jesus who meets us in our pain and grief, 
because he has been there before us, the 
Jesus who supports and sustains us, 
enfolding us in arms of love and peace. 

The anonymous artist has created an 
image not of authority but of peace, and 
love. This message is underlined by the 
text in the open book which Jesus is 
holding; words from John’s gospel ( John 8 
v.12)\ ‘I am the light of the world, 
whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness but will have the light of life’. We 
need the light of Christ in an uncertain 
world and the anonymous artist who 
created this picture of Jesus nearly a 
thousand years ago lived in a world equally 
uncertain. 

The text in the picture is an invitation to 
walk with Jesus - to let the light in to the 
dark places of our lives and to walk with 
our hand in his, to cast out fear and to have 
the courage to trust in him. It is an 
appropriate message and image at the 
start of a new year with all its hopes and 
fears; a reminder to us to trust in Christ. 

But the artist has also created a Jesus 
who looks into our hearts, a Jesus who 
sweeps aside our doubts and fears and 
invites us to trust him. The image is one of 
serenity, but not of escapism; this is a fully 
human Jesus who has experienced and 
conquered the world and now calls us to 
share in his victory - ‘walk with me, beside 
me and let my light into your life’. 

The Revd Derek Spears is vicar 
of St Peter's Church, Earley. 


January prayer diary compiled by John Manley 


And when Jesus had been 
baptized, just as he came up from 
the water, suddenly the heavens 
were opened to him and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like 
a dove and alighting on him. And 
a voice from heaven said, ‘This is 
my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 
am well pleased.’ (Mt 3.16,17 
NRSV) 

Pray to the Father through the 
Son in the power of the Spirit for: 

Naming and Circumcision of 
Jesus . Buckingham Deanery: Area 
Dean Kevin Ashby; lay chairman Georgie 
Christopher. The people, wardens, PCC's 
and support staff of the deanery. 

Buckingham (Beachampton, 
Buckingham, Radclive cum 
Chackmore, Thornborough, Thornton 
with Nash, Whadddon): clergy Kevin 
Ashby, Philip Derbyshire (deanery 
ecumenical representative), John King, 
Claire Wood; LLMs Sandra Cosby and 
Vicky Southby. 

Len borough (Adstock, 
Gawcott, Hillesden, Padbury): clergy 
Ros Rooerts, Jenny Sheilds. 

Christmas 2. 

North Buckingham (Akeley, 
Leckhampstead, Lillingstone Dayrell, 


Lillingstone Lovell, Maids Moreton 
with Foscott St Edmund: clergy Hans 
Taling; LLM Margaret Culley. 

Stowe: clergy Ron Bundock. 

West Buckingham (Biddlesden, 
Shalstone, Tingewick, Turweston, 
Water Stratford, Westbury): clergy Liz 
Simpson, Chris Carter. 

Epiphany. Cowley Deanery: 

Area Dean Bruce Gillingham; lay chairman 
Andy Gosler; cutting edge appointed Ian 
Adams; LLMs Philip Clayton, Alan Wakely. 
The people, wardens, PCCs and support 
staff of the deanery. Preparations for 
200th anniversary of Charles Darwin’s 
birth on 7 Feb, organised by Tim Stead of 
Holy Trinity, Headington Quarry. 
Preparations for Morning of Prayer, with 
the Bishop of Oxford, on 28 March to help 
sustain the Sacred Centre of our worship, 
ministry and mission. 

Blackbird Leys: clergy David 
Parry, Patrick Mukholi, Roger Burne, 
Pamela Baker; community worker Jim 
Hewitt. 

Cowley: clergy Howard Thornton, 
Cowley St John: clergy Adam Romanis, 
Sr Margaret Anne McAlister, Alwin 
Samuel; LLM Janet Proudman. The 
licensing of Susannah Reide to St 
Frances, Holloway. 

Headington Quarry: clergy Tim 


Stead, Hugh Houghton, David Owen, 
David Saville, Linda Green; lay pastor 
Deirdre Twycross. 

William Laud, Archbishop. 

Headington St Andrew: clergy Michael 
Brewin; LLM David Price. 

Baptism of Christ/ Epiphany 1. 

Headington St Mary: clergy Jonathan 
Sewell, Stephanie Bullock, Richard 
Chand; LLM Jon Bowden. 

Highfield: clergy James Cocke; 
LLMs James Larminie, Eve Vause. 

George Fox, founder of the 
Society of Friends. Iffley: clergy Andrew 
McKearney, Gill Hancock; LLM Sarah 
McKearney. 

Littlemore: clergy Margreet 
Armitstead, Teresa Morgan, Helen-Ann 
Hartley, John Muddiman. 

Marston and Elsfield: clergy 
Tony Price, Anne Holmes, Alison Price; 
LLMs Robert Bruce, David Cranston, Ben 
Knighton. 

New Marston: clergy Elaine 
Bardwell; LLM Alison Salveson. 

Charles Gore, Bishop, founder of 
the Community of the Resurrection. 

Oxford St Clement: clergy Bruce 


Gillingham, Jen Brown, Matt Rees, Meg 
Heywood, Vera Sinton, LLM Toby Garfitt, 
Theresa Gray, Kenneth Howson; licensed 
youth minister Chris Trent. 

Epiphany 2. Sandford on 
Thames: clergy Robert Morgan; LLMs 
Brian Andrews, Liz Shatford. 

Maidehead and Windsor 
Deanery: Area Dean Jeremy Hyde, lay 
chairman Martin Chandler, deanery 
ecumenical representative Richard 
Holroyd, Vera Hunt (deaf church), Ben 
Whitaker (deaf church). The people, 
wardens, PCCs and support staff of the 
deanery. 

Bray with Braywood: clergy 
Richard Cowles. 

Agnes, child martyr. Burchetts 
Green (Hurley, Stubbings, Littlewick): 

clergy Dilys Woodmore, LLM Hilary Davis, 
Teresa Kennard. 

Clewer: clergy Louise Brown. 

‘ ■ Cox Green: clergy Joan Hicks, 
Margaret Bird. Dedworth: clergy Louise 
Brown. 

Furze Platt (Maidenhead): 

clergy Mark Balfour, Jeremy Hyde; LLMs 
Margaret Hyde, Brian Rose, Pat Rose; lay 
worker Edna Conibear; youth pastor Ben 


Dale. 

Conversion of Paul. 

Maidenhead All Saints (Boyne Hill): 

clergy Jeremy Harris; LLM Elizabeth 
Bryson. 

Maidenhead St Andrew and 
St Mary Magdalene: clergy Will 

Stileman, Sam Allberry, Neil Watkinson; 
LLMs Ruth Knight, Jill Palfrey. 

Maidenhead St Luke: clergy 
Richard Holroyd (vocations adviser), Dick 
Cheek, Terrie Robinson; LLMs Sonya 
Clarke, Noeline Page. 

New Windsor Team (St John 
Baptist, All Saints, Clewer St 
Stephen, St Agnes Spital, Holy 
Trinity): clergy Ainsley Swift, Mary 
Barnes, David Dadswell, June Faulkner, 
John Quick; LLM Mary Hutchinson. 

Old Windsor: clergy Nigel 

Pocock. 

The Cookhams (incl 
Cookham Dean): clergy Michael Smith, 
Anthony Welling, Ryan Green; LLM 
Charles Walmsley. 

Waltham St Lawrence and 
White Waltham with Shottesbrooke: 

clergy David Andrew, Andy Hartropp; LLM 
Carole Perkins. 
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London was being blitzed by 
bombs when The Revd 
Canon Wilfrid Browning 

was ordained in 1941. Jo 
Duckies interviews the 90- 
year-old preacher. 

QUIET, smiling and 
unassuming man who 
cycles through Oxford, 
much respected and much 
loved. Those were the 
words the Archbishop of Canterbury 
used to describe the Revd Canon 
Wilfrid Browning as he presented him 
with the prestigious Cross of St 
Augustine at Lambeth Palace. 

Wilfrid, who the Archbishop also 
hailed the ‘clergyman’s clergyman’ 
turned 90 in May last year. His birthday 
coincided with a reunion at Oxford’s 
Cuddesdon College, where he trained 
hundreds of vicars. The pioneering 
priest set up the Oxford Non- 
Stipendiary Ministry Course at 
Cuddesdon in 1972. He later made the 
brave move of accepting women before 
their ordination was allowed. ‘Jean Page 
was the first one and she is now 
working in Marcham,’ he says. 

Wilfrid, an honorary canon of Christ 
Church, Oxford, has always refused to 
own a car, preferring pedal power and 
public transport. The ‘retired’ priest 
still preaches and is working on a 
revised edition of his Oxford Dictionary of 
the Bible which was first published by 
Oxford University Press 10 years ago. It 
all started because Wilfrid’s father was 
almost fanatical about the Church. He 
says: ‘I couldn’t avoid it in the home 
and I grew into it. I started doing things 
for the Church and decided I wanted to 
be ordained.’ He began his ministry in 
the Peterborough Dicoese in 1941, 
before embarking his second curacy in 
Christ Church, Woburn Square in 
London. ‘The idea was that we start up 



Fairtrade 
at St. Michaels 

A unique Fair Trade shop 
in the heart of Oxford 

Clothing Gifts Food Homewares 


fMP 




The Basement 
St Michael at the North Gate, 
Cornmarket Street, Oxford 
Open Monday to Saturday 1 0am - 5pm 
Tel: 01865 722S0I 
www.fairtradi 



The clergyman ’s 



God in the life of . . 

he says. 

When asked how he has maintained 
his Christian faith he says: 
‘Perseverance and loyalty. Times are 
hard. Do all the things you have always 
done, only do them better. Never 
despair, give up or abandon your faith. 
I have been a country rector drawing 
tiny numbers of people and it is easy 
for both clergy and laity to get 
downhearted. Keep going. Even at the 


all sorts of work with students but it 
didn’t happen like that; for one thing, 
the church was bombed,’ he says. ‘We 
could still use it but after the War it was 
demolished and the congregation 
joined St George’s, Bloomsbury.’ 

The church and its role in society has 
changed during his lifetime. He says: 
‘During my first curacy we would have 
Evensong every Sunday and there was 
always a procession of people trooping 
down the street to church. People 


For Holidays 


accepted God and wanted to do 
something about it. It was the job of the 
clergy to say “do something about what 
you believe” but now it is much more 
difficult.’ 

He advises church-goers to involve 
themselves in their communities. 
‘Opposite the church in Botley we have 
a community centre where there is all 
sorts going on: classes, social occasions, 
luncheons and dinners. I say to people 
“get involved” and lots of them have,’ 
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PVYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

l)BEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD 

OXFORD OX4 1HU 

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www.taylorsofoxford.com 
Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
s • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 
• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 

ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 
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'What is the L-, 





but privileged access , 
through the resonance 
of language, to the mind 





www.prayerbook.org.uk Tel: 01189 842582 
Reg. charity no. 1099" 

" ~ 'to. 4786973' 


‘ Keep going. Even at the 
worst times , one gets 
wonderful moments of joy 
and inspiration...' 


worst times, one gets wonderful 
moments of joy and inspiration when 
something happens which is terribly 
good. I was ordained at a horrific time. 
A bomb came very near to me when I 
was in a shelter. White stuff came over 
my eyes and for a time I couldn’t see. 
My second curacy was in many ways a 
great disaster but I was rescued by a 
well known priest who invited me to 
join his staff. I was rejuvenated and I 
got engaged at that time. My wife 
Elizabeth was a keen member of a 
Christian group and was enormously 
supportive.’ 

Elizabeth and Wilfrid had four 
children, twins Hilary and Sarah, 59 
and sons Simon, 47 and Timothy, 42. 
Wilfrid was delighted when Timothy 
was confirmed two days after the Cross 
of Augustine ceremony at Lambeth. He 
says: ‘That was a very emotional 
experience for me to see my son 
confirmed at the age of 42.’ Wilfrid 
added: ‘I never regretted being 
ordained and would go on saying I’m 
enormously grateful for all the things 
that have happened to me. Most of 
them came of the blue and I never 
expected them.’ 


Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 



STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and doors 
and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane. Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 01 18 956 8534 
Fax: 01 18 957 5865 
www. leadcraftstainedglass.co. uk 

By appointment only 







